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“Political Prisoner" 



■ 



Exposes King Murder 



Wins Release; 
Cover Up 



by Arnie Passman 

A hard rain was falling in 
Memphis the evening of May 
3rd as American Airlines flight 
361 sat on the runway prepar- 
ing for its journey to Dallas, 
with connections to Los Angeles. 
The passengers were buzzing as 
a television crew turned off its 
lights and cameras and left the 
plane. 

They had been filming a 62- 
year-old woman named Grace 
Walden, subsequently described 
as “someone who looked like 
she had lived with Howard 
Hughes for ten years.” To this 
day Grace claims she was locked 
up in the Western Mental Insti- 
tute of the Tennessee State Hos- 
pital in Bolivar because she saw 
the man who killed Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Grace was traveling to Los 
Angeles with lawyer, author and 
conspiracy buff Mark Lane, who 
told onlookers: 

“Her name is Grace Daniels 
-- she’s the heir to the Jack 
Daniels fortune.” 

“And once we’re airborne,” 
said Grace, an ex-drunk, “all 
the drinks are on me.’* 

Of his reasons for spiriting 
her outofTennessee so she might 
tell her story. Lane said, ‘Crace 
has been terribly consistent over 
the years^Jn spite of being a bru- 
talized ^^litical^-pcisoner. . . 
since Efr. Kjflgfwas mhrdered.” 
Upon Handing with Lahe in- Los 
Angeled fwhere he is Anaking a 
movie 6^1 the King k/lling with 
actor Do'nald Sutherland) Grace 
told a crowd of mo r/ than a hun- 
dred peopIe\sli£xTemains con- 
I vinced she saw the man who killed 
’Martin Luther King. ‘It wasn’t 
I James Earl Ray and it’s a shame 
that man’s been in jail for all 
these years, because he was not 
the person who did it.” 

According to Memphis police 
reports* of the King assassina- 
tion, Grace saw a man come out 
of the rooming house bathroom 
King was shot from. She de - 



sc ribed h i m as abo ut 5’4’’ 
t afLarouTra TO ycttfs-crfa a na 
*1ioi3tftg--«>m£iiilng long mlis 
rij^it-ha/id,” presutti ablj a *g iiii . 

Laterlhat spring, law enforce- 
ment officials acting on the 
key testimony of Charlie Ste- 
phens, Grace’s alcoholic hus- 
band, extradicted the 5*11”, 39- 
year-old James Earl Ray from 
England and ultimately secured 
his conviction as King’s murder- 
er. Witnesses have testified to 
Stephens’ severe drunkenness 
and failure to wear prescribed 
eye glasses that afternoon. He 
even identified both a cab driv- 
er who came to pick him up as 
well as a police inspector as 
the presumed killer. 

Two months ago on the 10th an- 
niversary of the King killing 
black and white religious leaders 
of all denominations in western 
Tennessee issued a statement 
calling for the release of Grace 
and a new trial for Ray. While 
pleading guilty (under extreme 
duress and torture, c 1 a i m e d 
Lane), Ray told the court there 
was a conspiracy in the murder 
of Dr. King. 

Following the statement by the 
clergy the president and the gen- 
eral counsel of the American 
Civil Liberties Union in Memphis 
sought a writ of habeas corpus to 
secure Grace Walden’s release 
from the Tennessee mental hos- 
pital. 

“AnH thev knew we’d win that,” 



said Lane who represents both 
Grace Walden and James Earl 
Ray. “And they knew this would 
all come out.” 

Faced with the writ by the 
ACLU, Grace was secretly 
moved by the court toa Memphis 
boarding house three weeks 
later. ‘The state wanted to get 
off the hook,” said Lane. ‘They 
quickly brought Grace before a 
judge and had a guardian ap- 
pointedi without saying she had 
counsel and friends and that 
money had been raised for her. 

v “But they never expected I’d 
find her, and never expected 



we’d fly back to Los Angeles to- 
gether.” 

On May 22nd Lane appeared 
voluntarily in the probate court 
of Shelby County' Judge Joseph 
Evans with psychiatricaffidavits 
as to Grace’s competence and a 
videotaped statement from her. 
‘There was a petition to hold 
me in contempt of court for 
leaving the jurisdiction with 
Grace without the permission of 
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her so-called guardian, a man 
named Larry Nance,” said Lane. 

“But I was never served with 
that. They wanted to make the 
complaint and let it hang there. 

‘They wanted to close out the 
record with the official position 
being that I was in contempt of 



Grace to be lucid but brutalized 
by her treatment at the Bolivar 
institution. He went on to say 
that Nance was a callous and in- 
competent guardian who had fail- 
ed to provide Grace adequate 
medical attention and protect 
her rights. 



court. But I decided to confront 
it directly and immediately, and 
that upset them a great deal.” 
Lane had been told by Judge 
, » Evans, on May 3rd in the pre- 
sence of newspeople, that it was 
all right for Grace to travel with 
him. The judge also told Lane 
that guardian Nance had to tell 
him where Grace was. 

In a heated, seven-hour hear- 
ing Lane told the court he found 



